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Based upon his investigation this affiant has probable cause
te believe the Defendant committed the crime of Murder, and in
support thereof states the following facts:

1. On November 18, 2008, an individual hereinafler identified
as & confidential informant (“CI") came to the Whitley County
Sherifft’'s Depart&ent and reported Lhe folleowing:

a. At approximately 8:30 a.m. that morning, Rodney Houser had
cone to the CI's residence in Waynedale in Fort Wayne Indiana and
asked him to dispose of a bag of items that he had and alsoito help
hhim get rid of a Dodge Durango that he was driving. Mr. Houser
took the bég of items and threw them in a dumpstér at the CIl's
residence. The CI then followed Mr. Houser to the American Legion
where Mr. Houser took the license piate off of the burango and
abandoned the Durango in the parking lot.

b. Mr. Houser then asked for a ride back to 'a residence in
Whitley County. The CI drove Mr. Houser to Whitley County. Houser
told the CI that he had killed his ex-wife, Debra Houser, and that
he nzeded help burying her body which he staztad he had already

hidden a short distance from the residencs. Mr. Houser stated that




he was sure that Debra Housar was dezd.

c. When they arrived at the residence at 4041 West Old Trail
Road in Whitley County, Houser exited the Ci‘s vehicle and said he
wazs going in to change clothing and get a shovel. The CI then
drove away from the residence and to the Whitley County Sheriff’'s
Department to report this activity.

2. The CI arrived at the Whitley County Jail at 9:46 a.m.

3. Sheriff Mark Hodges went to the residence at 4140 W. 0.d
Trail Reoad where Rodney Houser was seen arriving at the residence
at approximately 10:45 a.m. He was placed into custody.

q. Mr. Houser indicated to Sheriff Hodges that Debra Houser
went to work eariy that day and he had not szeen her since. When
asked were he had just come from, Mr. Houser initially denied
having left the house thaﬁ_mcrning, then said he had gone to see
his friend “Sam.” He could not recall Sam’s last name.  Efforts
made to verify this stoery have béen unsuccessful. During a later
interview, Mr. Houser denied that he had been fighting with his
wife the previous night.

5. Employees at the Post and Mail, where Ms. Houser workeq,
said she did not arrive for work that morning nor did she call in.

6. Debra Houser’s twenty-two year old daughter, Amanda
Abhott, states that her mother and Mr. Houser had been divorced for
several years, buit that Mr. Houser had been staying at Ms. Houser’s
residence at 4041 West 0ld Trail Reoad for approximately one-and-a-

half months. Ms. Abbott further stated that she spoke with her




mather over the phone at approximately 8:00 p.m. and again at 9:30
p.m. on Hovember 17, 2009. During the first call, Ms. Houser had
told mkmanda that she and Rodney Houser had been [ighting, that Mr.

Houser had left the residence and that she had taken a1}l of Mr.

{

Houser’s personal effects and placed tham outside the residenc
During the second call, Mr. Houser arrived back at the residence.
amanda asked Ms. Houser to call her back after Mr. Houser had leit.
Ms. Houser never called Bmanda hack.

T, Mr., and Ms. Houser’'s nine-year-old son was interviewead.
He steted that his mother and father fought the previous night
because Mr. Houser was not home to get him off the bus that
afternoon. The nine-year old indicated that he went to bed at
approzimately 8:30 p.m. and was awakened in the morning and put on
the bus by his father who told him that his mother had left early
for work.

8. Search warrants were obtained for the residence at 4041
W. (Qld Trail Road and a Dodge Durange without a license plate
recovered from the Waynedale American Legion parking lot.

9. In the Durango, which was defermined to be registered to
Debra Houser, what appeared to bhe fresh blood was found on the
laid-down back seats of the vehicle.

10. At the residence, a bracelet confirmed by Ms.
Houser’s daughter to have been worn by Debra Houser was found in
the driveway. Also, the Sheets on the bed in the main bedroom had

heen removed and were found to heve been washed in the laundry




machine. BAlso, a soaking wet set of camouilage jclothing Was
discovered in the house.

1l. A bag has been retrieved from the dumpster at the CI's
residence in Waynedale which contained Debra Houser’s purse, cell
phone, women’s pants with what appears to be fresh blood staining
%hem, men’s pants and shirt also with what appears Lo be fresh
blood stains, and a pair of cowboy hoots.

12, Ms. Houser's kedy has not yet been discovered, but law
enforcement officers continue to search the area around the
residence. All of the evidence available at this time indicates
that Debra Houser is deceased.

13. T believe the above-described statements attributed Lo
the CI to be truthful as they have been confirmed by other socurces

and forensic evidence collected in this case.

I affirm the foregoing statements are true and accurate under

the pains and penalties of perjury. ‘/
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Charles Vogely

Subscribed and sworn to before me this AOD o~O day of November 2009,

Lotz /ool

PETRICIA D. GO0 Notary Public
Resident of Whitlay County
My Cammission Expires s Jung 24, 2075




